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SYBILLE oE MARGERIE
“l like the balance between
tradmion and moderniiy,™ =ys
Sybille de Margerie, whose
simdin recenily completed the
intzrior scheme for Coeor de
Megove in the Alps, taking
mspiration from nature io
creale @ welcoming décor
with corved ferminrne, organic
maticrials amd pure bright
cirlonrs. The opening i the firsi
venture from Steller Hotels, an
owmer-nperator with plans 1o
cxpand o Paris and Kome.
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HAUSER & WIRTH
Iwan and Mamsela Wirth
- the 5Swiss entrepreneurs
behind contemporary amd
muodern art gallery [lan=er &
Wirth — have made their Grs
foray in the hoiel secior with
the transformation a former
Victorian coachimg house in the
Scottish [lighlands. The duoo
joined forces with Russzll Sage
Sindio and Moxon Arnchitects
to captare the dramatic
landscapes and rich culinral
conmections of the kocale.

HEMRY REEVE

As  DNrector aof Imterior
[Mesign for G, Henry Reeve
oversecs the aesthetic of the
neighbourhood-conscious
ezl Indigo bramd, drawing
from the locale to inform the
detailed schemes within cach
property. Following, the launch
of llotel Indign Manchester
Victoria Sation carfier this year,
the labkel reached o milesione
100 hotels workdwide, and mow
has its sights ==t on Rath and
Siratford-upon-Avon.

S0L KERZNER
Recognized at this year’s
Iniermaisomal | loded Invesiment

Forum with the Lifetime

Achievemeni award, Sooih
African hotelier Sol Kermer
appeared wia video link o
dizscuss his gliterimg 50-year
career, putting the coomtry’s
hospitality offer on the map
with ambitions projecis like the
expansive Sun City, amd the joys
of founding and mnnimg Scuth
Africa’s most successful hotel
company im Sun Iniematonal.



Coeur de Megeve

MEGEVE

Sybille de Margene balances tradition and modernity to create a
contemporary mountain lodge for new owner-operator Steller Hotels

Waords: Cathaning Mamin | Phoworapiny: © Sshastien Tavares Gomes (unkess orhenwise statad]

estled m the | laute-Savoic region of the French Alps, im the

N shadvw of Ment Blanc, the quaint village of Megeve has been

atrracting the skiing elite for almosi a centory. Conceived by

the Rothschild dymasty im the 193k, it was the first purpose-baih

resori in the region, making its mame as o playgroond for French

aristocracy. {her the years, the reson has presereed iis mpmarke feel,

with art gafleries, bootigoes and fondse houses fning, the cobbled
streets, providing refined apres-=ski followinpg a day on the slopes.

Thenagh its not just the skiing that's a draw for visitors; Megeve

has been savvy in beooming a year-round destination, with golfing,

oFr

hikimg, momniain biking, and climbing amonpgst the most popular
parsuits im summer months, It also a foodies paradise, with a
hamdial of Michelim stars to is name.

Yot despite s high-living appeal, Megeve has dung on to the ways
of o fadmpg era, s traditsonal chaleis amd horse-drawn carmiages
brmgimg, a charm mmseen in mosi Eoropean destinations. Or perhaps
it that the hospitality offer remains pleasingly mdependent, with
very fiew, if amy, of ike major fast food gianis or coffer shop chains,
amd just one mtermationally branded hotel. Dominating the market
are small M Rx and family-owned geesihousss, many of which have
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mare intimate gatherings. Overhead heaters
and seats limed with sheepskin mean that, even
in the deprhs of winter, it's the perfiect spot for
a warming glass of red. The bar also serves
up a variely of snacks and small plates - che
[2Y fonduoe, in which diners can melt Alpine
raclette cheese over an opon flame, comes
highly recommended.

For thase wanting maore suhstantial fare,
the hotels restaurant offers home-oooking,
favoorites, making we of bcal, seasenal
produce and gquafity ingredicnis. Ferme de
Eenard im nearby Demi-Ciuartier supplics
vegetables from the garden, frgits and jams,
and malk-fed weal while Eric and Mariine
konchex defiver fresh cheese daily from their
momniaim pasiore ai Col des Aravis.

The interior design scheme also loodks 1o
the Alpine surrcumdimgs for imspiration, with
Sybille de Margenie taking the lesd on the
puesiroams, spa and pablic spaces (o meet
the briel of a comtemporary mowntam lodge.
“l hke the balance between tradition amad
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been passrd down through generations. Coeor
de Megtve sits somewhere im-bhetween; family
owned yet with aspirations to expamd, amad
marks the bunch of Sieller FHotels.

e growp was (oonded by the Kampi
family, who had been holidaying in Megive
for decades before snapping up two adjacend
chalets from which o build the bosiness
With the first task being o bring the
buildimgs together, local agency Chatron-
Michand Architecte, a specialist in moantain
architecture and the construction of chalets,
was drafied im to design @ contemporary
¥t sensitive newhbuild portion, kousing an
additiomal three guesrooms on the wpper
floors, and the lokby ai grownd level. The
hotel’s lncation — a prime spol on the main
street — was an impaortamt consideration for

the groumd foor, with the key aim being to
open up the fagade and create a conmection

with village life. Ax a result, the bar spills oo
omtno the strect, with commamal bl caienng,
o the aprés-ski crowd amd cosy comers for
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muodlemnity,” de Margeric says of her work, which here translaies
to a reimagmimg of the origmal ski chalet. The skoping roof, deep
eaves amd shuttered windows are still present, but the mteriors have
an abicgeiher fresher, Bghier qualicy. *1 atach a grest mponiance o
the Buidity of spaces, light and comfare,” she explams. * My work is
eiually highlighied by the atention o detail, the choice of materials
amd the harmony of colours.”

(mesirooms come in various shapes amd sizes owing 1o differonces
betwern the two buildings; some have open-plan bathrooms, others
ocrme with a terrace overlooking the village, while family rooms
sit up in the attic bemeath the sloping ceiling- In true chalet siyle,
there’s plenty of wood, from the solid oak omamental birds thar
perch on the desk, o ihe broshed walnot panelling fining, the walls;
samdblasied rather than an naurale, so as o appear meore refined
tham im traditional establishments, the overall ambiance being, one
of warmih amd cominr.

I'he colour scheme also takes its cues from nature — the brilliance
of the man on the snowy slopes, for example — with an extra mpection
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of vibramcy im the soft formishings and bespoke headboands. Standar:
amd superior reoms feaiere bright shades of ochre or crimson, while
suites are more subdoed with a glacier bhee paketic.

I'he mamral world makes appearances m the lobhy too, where a
lightimg me=tallation produced by Iocei & mspired by the Bichen thar
prows ai Alpine efevatioms. (Mher references o the locale ane more
playful, sach as the Fair lsbe patiem that decoraes the coonoming
booifs in the restaurant, handpaimied by anist Ceale Canmean, or the
moaniaineers climbing the steep slopes printed om the cuntains. Even
the hairdryer is on-iheme, coming, from Alizeo's Polar Fox range.

o the rear of the property, 2 cosy lounge with @ ceneral freplace
cantinacs the contemporary ledge feel, while a spa with saoma,
sensnry shower and two ireaiment cabims compleies ibe offer

Mow ihat its first property & np-and-runming, Stefler | loeels has
tumied its attention io expansion. The group slready has sives soured
in Kome and Paris, and with different design icams med op for each,
are clear i their mtemtions to create tmuly boatigue hotels in the heart
o lively neighboarhoods.
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